
  
 

info@ikonarts.com                                       +44 (0)20 7354 9199  www.ikonarts.com 

 
 

BIOGRAPHY 
 

Hailed as “one of London’s musical treasures, playing the best Balkan and klezmer music in Britain” (The Evening 

Standard) and “among the finest klezmer ensembles on the planet” (The Australian), She'Koyokh's evolution spans the 

humble origins of busking at East London’s Columbia Road flower market to performing in the famous concert halls of 

Europe including Amsterdam’s Concertgebouw, the Gasteig in Munich and London’s Southbank Centre. As well as TV 

appearances and live sessions on BBC Radio 3’s In Tune and World on 3, She’Koyokh has performed at festivals such 

as Glastonbury, WOMAD and Cheltenham and the inaugural WOMAD Fuerteventura, and was nominated as Best 

Group in the Songlines World Music Awards 2012. Recently the band has have played support for Mahala Rai Banda 

at the London Jazz Cafe and collaborated with the Aurora Orchestra at LSO St Luke's, and the band looks forward to 

performances at the International Salisbury Arts Festival, Songlines Encounters Festival in London and Sziget Festival, 

Budapest this summer. 
 

She'Koyokh's members hail from the UK, USA, Serbia, Sweden and Turkey, forging a unique sound that is traditional 

yet original. Their live shows are an expertly crafted, multi-lingual exploration from the Baltic to the Black Sea with 

songs in Yiddish, Russian, Greek, Ladino, Romany, Turkish and Kurdish with klezmer instrumentals and folk tunes from 

Bulgaria, Romania and Serbia.  
 

She'Koyokh runs klezmer and Balkan music workshops which have recently included Edinburgh and Aberdeen 

universities, the Jersey Academy of Music and a week of workshops with the Aldeburgh Young Musicians which 

culminated in a performance at the Snape Proms. 

  

Two of the band’s albums are released by ARC Music, the latter of which was described in fROOTS as "sophisticated, 

multi-lingual and where klezmer in Britain should be headed for right now” and received a five-star review in Songlines 

hailing She’Koyokh as “Britain’s best klezmer and Balkan music band”, earning the disc a Songlines ‘Top of the 

World’ accolade and subsequent nomination in the Best Band category of the Songlines Music Awards 2012. 

She’Koyokh’s eagerly-awaited third album, Wild Goats and Unmarried Women, was released in March 2014 and this 

“smouldering record” (fROOTS) has been received with great acclaim with critics saying “the award-winning fiddle 

skills of Meg Hamilton and equally gifted colleagues has established She’Koyokh among the finest klezmer ensembles 

on the planet” (5*, The Australian). 

 

 

“…among the finest klezmer ensembles on the planet” THE AUSTRALIAN 
 

“…one of London’s musical treasures, playing the best Balkan and klezmer music in Britain” EVENING STANDARD 
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SANDANSKI’S CHICKEN, 2008  
ARC Music [EUCD2122] 
 

“She’Koyokh have been stars of the UK klezmer scene for some time… This is a 
fine dance album, high-spirited, and with a promise of much more.” 
FROOTS 

WILD GOATS & UNMARRIED WOMEN, 2014  
World Music Network’s Riverboat Records [TUG 1080] 
 

“She’Koyokh are one of London’s musical treasures, playing the best klezmer and 
Balkan music in Britain”  
THE EVENING STANDARD, 5 STARS ***** 

“The award-winning fiddle skills of Meg Hamilton and equally gifted colleagues has 
established She’Koyokh among the finest klezmer ensembles on the planet” 
THE AUSTRALIAN, 5 STARS ***** 

“You don't need to travel to hear great global music… [She’Koyokh] started out busking 
in London's Columbia Road flower market, and have developed into impressive 
exponents of klezmer and traditional styles from Russia, Ukraine, Greece, Turkey and 
the Balkans.” 
THE GUARDIAN, 4 STARS **** 

“She'Koyokh have carved out a reputation as one of the UK’s brightest world music 
bands. These young Londoners effortlessly blend vernacular music from Turkey, the 
Balkans and Eastern Europe to create a very exciting whole. … In concert She’Koyokh 
are never less than brilliant … the interplay between these eight musicians is superb.” 
SONGLINES, 4 STARS **** 

“…a rare majesty of sound… smouldering record… The whole is an unsentimental but 
graceful deconstruction of the familiar, allied to emotional and storytelling vocals and 
inquisitive and daring playing, through waltz and high drama, almost into revelation.” 
FROOTS 

“While there are plenty of spirited klezmer bands around, this multinational British-
based ensemble flit across the diaspora landscape more convincingly than most” 
SUNDAY TIMES 

“She'Koyokh are all about big crescendos and blistering solos” 
NEW YORK MUSIC DAILY 

 
 

 

RECORDINGS 
 
 

 
  
  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BUSKERS’ BALLROOM, 2011  
ARC Music [EUCD2322] 
 

“She’Koyokh are Britain’s best klezmer and Balkan music band…this is 
a brilliant CD from an exhilarating party band.” 
SONGLINES, 5 STARS ***** 

“This is a major record from She’Koyokh…it’s sophisticated, it’s multi-
lingual, and it might be an important hint of where klezmer in Britain 
should be headed for right now” 
FROOTS 

“The She’Koyokh Klezmer Ensemble has become somewhat of a 
sensation in British music circles … delightful throughout” 
OTTAWA JEWISH BULLETIN 

 

Buskers’ 

Ballroom was 

nominated for 

‘Best Group’ 

category of 

Songlines Music 
Awards 2012 
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She’Koyokh can offer a variety of workshops, from hour-long or half-day sessions through to a 4 day residency 

course exploring the wealth of musical traditions from Eastern Europe. The workshops focus on key skills, such as 

the ability to listen, to appreciate a wide variety of music, increasing self-discipline, creativity, aesthetic sensitivity 

and fulfillment. In addition to this, the She’Koyokh’s educational work places particular emphasis on cultural 

understanding and the part that music plays in the various cultures and religions that the musicians explore, and 

the breadth of repertoire available gives options to either cover a variety of styles or focus intensively on one 

musical tradition. 

 

Each workshop can be tailored to your needs and be trimmed or extended to adapt to the timescale available. In 

conjunction with the music, She’Koyokh can focus on story-telling, the history, culture and religion behind the 

music and also dance and drama elements during their workshops to encompass a wide scope of the curriculum. 

What better way to round off these educational sessions than a concert by She’Koyokh, which can include 

performances by student groups and/or indeed She’Koyokh performing alongside the students themselves! 
 

 
 

ORCHESTRAL PROJECTS 
 

She’Koyokh was delighted to collaborate with the Aurora Orchestra on an innovative orchestral project which was 

premièred at LSO St Luke’s in November 2012. The concert, entitled KlezMahler, featured the Aurora Orchestra 
performing Mahler’s First Symphony and then, playing on the wealth of Balkan influence within the symphony, moves 

on to feature She’Koyokh celebrating the Jewish tradition of klezmer with both a solo set from She’Koyokh and a 

collaborative performance of orchestrated klezmer tunes performed by She’Koyokh and the principal musicians of the 
Aurora Orchestra.  The success of the project led to She’Koyokh and the Aurora Orchestra touring Klezmahler to St 

George’s, Bristol, and Brighton Festival in Spring 2014. 

 

She’Koyokh has a wide range of repertoire, much of which has been 

orchestrated by the ensemble. Some of this repertoire was premièred in the 

Snape Proms 2011 following a week course with the Aldeburgh Young 

Musicians. She’Koyokh’s orchestrated repertoire includes the following: 

Paidushko 

Alicia's No. 2 

Uskudar 

Philadelphia Kopanitsa 

Kopano Oro 

Sephardic Ratchenitsa 

At the Rabbi's Table 

Am Sher and Honga 

 

 EDUCATION 

 

 
  
 
 
 


