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‘The Swingle Singers were never less than dazzling’ Washington Post  

 

‘Their precision is awesome, their technique impeccable’ Classic FM Magazine 

 

‘This renowned group are still the absolute best and unbeatable’ La Stampa Italy 

 

‘amazing feats of voice...Divine.’ The Commercial Appeal6Memphis  
 

For 50 years, the Swingle Singers have set a standard for what the human voice can achieve. Their signature 

blend of vocal agility and captivating showmanship has thrilled generations of fans worldwide. As they embark 

on the next chapter of their story, these pioneers of the genre are once again reshaping the possibilities of vocal 

music to create immersive and exhilarating experiences for audiences. 

 

The group’s history is a remarkable tale of renewal. In 1963, American6born Ward Swingle assembled a group 

of Parisian session singers to sing Bach’s keyboard music. The resulting album, Jazz Sebastian Bach, launched 

the Swingle Singers to fame. Over five decades the group has sustained a level of international popularity 

beyond its founder’s wildest dreams, with each new singer bringing something fresh to the Swingle sound.  

 

The seven extraordinary voices that make up today’s young, London6based Swingle Singers are the inheritors of 

an unbroken lineage going back to 1963 and share the original group’s innovative spirit. Their repertoire spans 

pop, classical, folk, latin and jazz music – and, for the first time in many years, powerful original songs. All are 

delivered with unflagging passion and precision, using the human voice alone. 

 

The Swingle Singers’ recorded output – encompassing more than 50 releases – has won them five Grammy 

Awards and spots on the soundtracks of Sex and the City and Glee. In 2013, they released Weather To Fly, an 

eclectic and electrifying set of audience favourites including music from Turkey, Spain and Argentina alongside 

British pop. 2014 sees the release of their ‘Swingle50’ anniversary album, which marks a new direction for the 

group – featuring bold original songs alongside breathtaking reinventions of Bach, Debussy, Billie Holiday and 

Mumford & Sons, to create the Swingle sound anew for their next half6century. 

 

The group’s adaptability across the musical spectrum has resulted in many  opportunities for collaboration, from 

the Modern Jazz Quartet to Jarvis Cocker to Jamie Cullum. Luciano Berio was one of the first composers to 

explore the sound of the Swingles’ amplified voices combined with acoustic instruments, and the group continues 

to perform his groundbreaking Sinfonia with the world’s greatest orchestras and conductors, including recent 

performances under Marin Alsop at the Royal Festival Hall and Ingo Metzmacher at La Scala. Other commissions 

have been penned by John Dankworth, Michael Nyman, Pascal Zavaro and Azio Corghi. 

 

The Swingle Singers present their own London A Cappella Festival at Kings Place each January. The festival is the 

first of its kind in the capital, welcoming the finest international talent from the a cappella world. Through the 

festival, through their education work and numerous TV and radio appearances, they are passionate 

ambassadors for their craft.  

 

After a 50th anniversary tour that took them from Moscow to Manila, from Milwaukee to Milan, the Swingle  

Singers are looking forward to many more years of musical adventures. 
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‘…simply tremendous! Magnificent singing…the gig of the year’  
The Lighthouse, Poole 

 

programmes 
  

MAIN TOURING PROGRAMMES 

2014/2015 season 2 ORIGINALS 

The seven young and versatile voices of today’s Swingle Singers are driven 

by the same innovative spirit that defined the original line6up 50 years ago. 

What would happen if they turned their creativity and flair to songwriting? 

The ‘Originals’ programme answers that question with a set of powerful 

original songs all with that inimitable Swingle touch.  Alongside the new 

material, the group revisits old favourites from their extraordinary five 

decades of history 
 

2014/2015 season – TIMELESS (available upon request) 
Throughout their 506year history, The Swingle Singers have been renowned 

for working classic music into wonderful and surprising new shapes. The 

seven young and versatile voices of today’s group bring that creative heritage 

up to date with their dazzling versions of timeless pieces. Whether it’s a Bach 

aria reimagined as a chilling murder ballad, or a meltingly beautiful 

interpretation of a favourite Beatles tune, The Swingle Singers bring their 

tireless invention and vocal mastery to repertoire spanning five centuries. This 

eclectic programme is joined by a common thread: the power of the voice to 

captivate and move. 

 

ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMMES 

AN A CAPPELLA CHRISTMAS  

A festive celebration like you’ve never heard before! 
 

SKETCHES OF SPAIN 

‘Pops’ programme with Full Orchestra  
 

BERIO: SINFONIA with Full Orchestra  

The Swingle Singers began their collaboration with the late Luciano Berio when, with the group in mind, he wrote his 

masterwork Sinfonia. The piece was premiered in 1969 by the group with New York Philharmonic under the baton of Leonard 

Bernstein. 

Please contact info@ikonarts.com for further details and availability. 

education  
 

Educational Events are an important part of The Swingle Singers’ work. Whether the singers are working with amateur 

choirs, college ensembles, established a cappella groups or giving presentations on the techniques of ‘swingle singing’, 

these events are both informative and enjoyable. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

watch: 
 

“…I have rarely seen so many students so fully engaged for such a long time…“  

Richard Niblett, Brighton College 

 

“…very worthwhile, stimulating and enjoyable…“ Ben Parry, St Paul’s School, London 

 

“…Still smiling…Five stars” Howard Duthie, Morrison’s Academy, Perthshire 

 

 

    Joint Concerts              Masterclasses           Workshops           Presentations 

Piazzolla’s Libertango: http://tinyurl.com/3uh8cpn  

Poor Wayfaring Stranger: http://tinyurl.com/3g4zv2k 

London A Cappella Festival: http://tinyurl.com/d5qkuc5 

Couldn’t Love You More: http://tinyurl.com/odn8te3  

 


