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Peter Donohoe & Noriko Ogawa 
two pianos 
 

In Remembrance  
 

A World War I inspired programme for two pianos 
 

 

Debussy; En Blanc et Noir  
 

En Blanc et Noir is a suite for two pianos composed by Debussy in 1915.  The sombre second movement is 

specifically evocative of the WWI battlefield, composed in memory of Debussy's friend Jacques Charlot. 

 

Ravel;  La Valse 
 

A two-piano reduction of the poème chorégraphique pour orchestre composed by Ravel between 1919 and 

1920, La Valse gives an impression of the final days of the pre-WWI Austro-Hungarian Empire through the 

medium of its signature musical form - the Waltz. 

 
INTERVAL 

 

Alternative second half option A; 

 

Debussy; Six Épigraphes Antiques 
 

The four-hand piano version of Debussy’s Six 

Épigraphes Antiques was arranged in 1914, during 

WWI based on Egyptian poems for chamber 

ensemble.  

 

 

Stravinsky; Le Sacre du Printemps  35’  
 

Stravinsky’s two piano version of Le Sacre du 

Printemps was written in Paris and first performed 

just before WWI started.  The tensions of the time 

produced a huge amount of violence and turbulence 

in music, and Stravinsky’s work is a great example.  

 

 

Alternative second half option B; 

 

Holst; The Planets    55’ 
 

Gustav Holst’s The Planets was originally scored for 

a piano duet and then orchestrated - both between 

1914 and 1916, and premiered at the end of WWI 

in 1918.  It has been speculated that, the first 

movement Mars, the Bringer of War, was a response 

to the outbreak of World War I.  
 


