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PIANO CONCERTO COMMISSION

The Ivors and RPS award-winning British
composer Cheryl Frances Hoad collaborates
with resounding pianist Emmanuel Despax for
her upcoming Piano Concerto

Laura van Der Heijden and BBC SSO
performance at the 2024 BBC Proms

“Hoad’s new cello concerto... marked itself out as
the true heir to Britten here, with its agile atonal
restlessness”

The Arts Desk




| am thrilled to be collaborating with British
composer.Cheryl Frances-Hoad for my next
concerto recording. | have known Cheryl for
many years, since our student days at the Yehudi
Menuhin School, and have always admired her
music and craft.

Her music is a remarkable synthesis of seemingly
paradoxical aesthetics: complex yet simple, rich
"et unencumbegred, and it explores the entire
emotional spectrum, from the profound to the
light-hearted.

Alongside Cheryl’s new piano concerto, | will be
pairing it with two gems of the 20th-century
concerto repertoire that | believe will
complement her music beautifully: Barber’s
Piano Concerto, Op. 38, known for its dramatic
intensity and lush orchestrations, and Poulenc’s
Piano Concerto, celebrated for its nostalgia,
charm, VJ|t and d edexpressnﬁeness
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https://www.emmanueldespax.com/
https://www.cherylfranceshoad.co.uk/

