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The biggest disappointment of life is not death itself, it’s what we let die inside of us. (Jeffrey Klein)

Every person comes into contact with death during their life. Mourning is a necessary process to adapt to
life without the loved one who has passed away. Each of us grieves in his/her own way, but some emotions
during this process we can share with others, even through the ages.

In Lamento, Ragazze Quartet reflects on the different ways in which people commemorate their deceased
with music, in different times. From Gesualdo (late Renaissance), via Purcell’s famous Dido’s Lament
(Baroque) to the Romantic period with Mendelssohn’s string quartet op. 80. He dedicated this work to his
suddenly deceased sister Fanny, and he wrote it just two months before his own death. These works are
combined with Elegy in me, a new string quartet that Seung-Won Oh composed on behalf of Ragazze
Quartet (2023). Oh’s affinity with traditional Korean music and customs resonates strongly in her
contemporary musical idiom and performance practice. The genre of the string quartet, rooted in the
Western tradition, is thus further opened up to new sounds and approaches. Click here for a video of Elegy
in Me during the opening of the Buchmesse in Leipzig.

Lamento is, after a short tour in 2024, a revival that will be expanded with a context program about
mourning in different cultures. In this context program we will collaborate with various social organizations
where mourning plays an important role.

Gesualdo - Merce! grido piangendo, Purcell - Dido’s Lament, Mendelssohn - String Quartet no.6
in f minor Op.80, Seung-Won Oh - Elegy in Me
Ragazze Quartet
: February - June 2027

Oh studied at the Royal Conservatoire of The Hague with Louis Andriessen,
she won the Toonzettersprijs in 2012 and has obtained an active presence in
the Dutch musical scene by composing a large number of commissioned
works for Dutch musical ensembles. Her ‘Bosch Requiem’ premiered in
2021, commissioned by November Music. This large scale oeuvre was
inspired by the Korean catholic prayer for the dead. Her affinity to this
theme and her original musical language in which cultures are linked are the
reason that Ragazze asked her specifically to write a piece for them.

The Ragazze Quartet plays both classical and modern string quartet repertoire: inspired and on the
highest level. With attractive but unconventional programmes the quartet has come to be one of the
most fresh and leading voices in the world of classical music. In innovative programmes it embarks on
collaborations with the most original voices in theatre, dance and literature. With performances that
speak to all senses they succeed in securing an audience for the rich classical music tradition. In this
way they warm the hearts of both the die hard listener and the novice for the string quartet
repertoire of the past and of our present day.

If you would like to invite the Ragazze Quartet or if you have questions regarding our programmes, you may
our business manager, Roland Spekle ( ).


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CgTnki7qkxI
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