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Memories of Trees

Memories of Trees by Ragazze Quartet is a visual, poetic concert where music and images are the
interpreters of the memories and history of trees. The evening-filling composition for string quartet,
electronics and is by Kate Moore. Moore's work has a strongly committed side, in which the power of
nature is central. The audiovisual artist Jurjen Alkema creates a magical world of light and projections. The
performance will premiere during Oerol 2025 and will have two versions: one for (outdoor) festivals and
one for regular concert halls.

Ragazze Quartet is fascinated by the fact that the history of trees is stored in their annual rings and can thus
give us information that sometimes goes back centuries. These almost magical giants are silent witnesses to
history and the guardians of a healthy ecosystem. In Memories of Trees we investigate music and memory -
these are closely linked as far as Kate Moore is concerned. She asked 24 people from all over the world to
make a list of trees that they remember or feel a connection with. These conversations stimulated her to
think about tree rings and their relationship to memory.

The roots of the trees are connected to each other underground; they send chemical messages to each
other and give each other electrical pulses. That is the language of trees. Moore made an alphabet of pulses
(a series of evenly distributed beats). She translated the lists of 24 trees by literally spelling out the names
of the trees. This created a kind of language of tree rings. In this composition, the quartet becomes an
extension of their wooden instruments and thus interpreter of a tree: they give the trees a voice with
music. Click here for a first impression of the music.

Specially developed images by artist Jurjen Alkema
will accompany the music. During the festival
performance in nature, the audience is spread out
in a setup around Ragazze, and is surrounded by
light objects of approximately 3 meters high and 2
meters wide. These function as a kind of display
cases, with material on which projections can be
made, such as cloth or plastic. The sounds of the
quartet and the projected images tell the stories
that live in the tree. The light objects are placed in
a semicircle on the stage for the hall production.

Before the performance, there is the option to
program a sound walk. This is the result of the
research project A Beautiful Path: Plein Air
Composing. Over a period of 12 months, Kate Moore walked in stages from the east of the Netherlands to
the westernmost point of Ireland. While walking, she developed a new music cycle, Ossenlied, inspired by
troubadours who mapped the oral history of regions centuries ago. The sound walk is a kind of ‘making of’
in which the visitor gains insight into the creative process and the inner self of the composer. If desired, the
walk will have both an outdoor version and a version for the concert hall, just like the performance.

Impression of Jurjen Alkema

Repertoire: Kate Moore "Memories of Trees"

Performers: Ragazze Quartet, Jurjen Alkema

Playing period: June 2025 to December 2025

Circuit: small and medium halls (small halls in consultation due to size of the set)

If you would like to invite the Ragazze Quartet or if you have any questions, you can contact Coline
Vandenberghe (coline.la.musica.artists@gmail.com).



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0hzrcmXZUg
mailto:coline.la.musica.artists@gmail.com
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Biografics

Kate Moore is an internationally acclaimed composer. Her works are
performed by Asko|Schonberg, Amsterdam Cello Octet, Bang on a Can,
Icebreker, Slagwerk Den Haag, Ensemble Offspring, the Australian String
Quartet, The Netherlands Radio Philharmonic Orchestra and the Groot
Omroepkoor, among others. In 2022 she won the Gieskes-Strijbis
Podiumsprijs. In 2017, Kate won the prestigious Matthijs Vermeulenprijs for
her composition The Dam. In 2018/19 she was composer in residence at the
Muziekgebouw aan ‘'t lJ in the series ‘Zielsverwanten’ with the Herz
Ensemble she founded. In 2018 she was festival composer during November
Music. Kate has previously received the MacDowell Colony and Yaddo grant,
the Tanglewood composition grant and the Civitella Ranieri grant. Kate
received her PhD from the Sydney University Conservatorium of Music, her
Masters from the Royal Conservatoire in The Hague and her Bachelors in
Composition and Electroacoustic Composition from the Australian National
University in Canberra, where she also received the University Medal.

Jurjen Alkema is an audiovisual and lighting designer, specialized in video
projection. His work is characterized by the use of video mapping and light to
create a visual world in the theater or on location. He has worked as a
designer and as an independent artist for a wide variety of theater
productions, festivals, concerts and museums. He has recently done projects
with the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, harpist Remy van Kesteren, light
festival The Hague Highlights, Metropole Orchestra, ASKO Ensemble, cabaret
artist Tim Fransen and Oranjewoud Festival. Until 2021 he was part of the
collective Blauwe Uur, with which he was active for Amsterdam Light Festival,
Van Gogh Museum, Light night Leeds, Luminale Frankfurt and a large number
of theater, pop and dance festivals. The collaboration with Helena Basilova
has in the past led to programs for De Hermitage, Oranjewoud Festival and
the program Crystalline, a visual concert based on spectral music.

The Ragazze Quartet plays both classical
and modern string quartet repertoire:
inspired and on the highest level. With
attractive but unconventional programmes
the quartet has come to be one of the
most fresh and leading voices in the world
of classical music. In innovative
programmes it embarks on collaborations
with the most original voices in theatre,
dance and literature. With performances
that speak to all senses they succeed in
securing an audience for the rich classical
music tradition. In this way they warm the
hearts of both the die hard listener and
the novice for the string quartet repertoire
of the past and of our present day.
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