
The Wrong Way  

That Dmitri Shostakovich encouraged Sofia Gubaidulina to follow "the wrong way" were words that kept her 
going during turbulent times. Even Shostakovich himself deliberately sought a dangerous route in his 
compositions by commenting on the regime. 	

The Ragazze Quartet performs Shostakovich's haunting third string quartet. This work tells the story of a 
war; the five movements were given the following subtitles for the premiere:	
I Untroubled ignorance of the future catastrophe	
II Rumblings of unrest and anticipation	
III Forces of war unleashed	
IV In memory of the dead	
V The eternal question: why? and for what?	

The work is combined with Prokofiev's fiery first string quartet and Gubaidulina's abrasive second string 
quartet. Three highlights of 20th-century string quartet literature.	

Repertoire: Prokofiev String Quartet No.1, Gubaidulina String Quartet No.2, Shostakovich String Quartet 
No.3	
Performers: Ragazze Quartet	
Playing period: April through December 2026	
Circuit: small and middle venues	
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